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Headlines
- We are now part of UKRI

- Government has committed to additional funds for Innovation
- ISCF grand challenge areas are a source of support if you can tailor your
technology to the challenge
- There are lots of thematic funds becoming
available
- General funds are available now!

The numbers
• Over £6 billion in combined budget per year
• 3,900 research and business grants issued every year
• 2,400 business-led collaborative projects and over 200
Knowledge Transfer Partnerships
• 151 universities receiving research funding
• 38 institutes, laboratories, units, campuses and innovation
catapults
• Government has committed an additional £7 billion of public
money to research and development by 2021/22.
• Unprecedented increase in spend on R&D over the coming
decade (1.7→2.4% of GDP)

The UK’s innovation agency
- we are at the heart of delivering government’s
Industrial Strategy and target of UK R&D
expenditure reaching 2.4% of GDP

- we act as a transformative agent for change in
the UK economy by accelerating productivity and
driving disruptive innovation
- we support innovation, from spin-outs and startups to companies with the ambition to scale and
grow in the UK and through global markets
- we help companies of all sizes in all sectors
access the research, partners, investors and
markets they need to innovate and grow
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Investment of

£2.5bn
since 2007

Industry match
funding taking
the total value of
projects above

£4.3bn

We’ve funded around

11,000

projects

Up to

Up to

£18bn £6-7
in added value
to the economy

for every
£1 we’ve
invested

8,500 9 jobs 70,000
unique
organisations
involved

for each
organisation
involved

jobs created in total
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Advanced materials in the UK

Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund:
Grand Challenges

AI and data
economy

Ageing
society

Clean
growth

Future of
mobility

Putting the UK at
the forefront of the
artificial intelligence
and data revolution

Harnessing the power
of innovation to help
meet the needs of an
ageing society

Maximising the
advantages for UK
industry from the global
shift to clean growth

Becoming a world
leader in shaping the
future of mobility
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Wave 1 challenges

Ageing
society

AI and data
economy

Future of
mobility

Medicines manufacturing
technologies

Satellites and
space technology

Self-driving vehicles
Batteries for clean and
flexible energy storage
Manufacturing and materials
of the future
Robots for a safer world
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Wave 2 challenges

Ageing
society

AI and data
economy

Clean
growth

Data to early diagnosis
and precision medicine

Audience of the future

Energy revolution

Quantum technology

Transforming construction

Next-generation services

Transforming food production

Healthy ageing
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Wave 3 Challenges
- Driving the electric revolution
- This challenge will allow the UK to seize the economic opportunities from the global transition to
electrification. £78 million
- Future flight
- Innovative flight solutions, such as electric planes with vertical take-off capability, goods and service
drones will radically transform how we fly by 2023. £125 million
- Industrial decarbonisation
- Develop and deploy low carbon technologies and enabling infrastructure in one or more heavily
industrialised areas. £170 million
- Manufacturing made smarter
- This challenge will make the UK a global leader in industrial digitalisation. £121 million
- Transforming foundation industries challenge
- Transform the UK’s foundation industries (glass, metals, cement, ceramics, chemicals) to make them
internationally competitive, securing more jobs and greater sector growth by 2025.
- All subject to business case and final approval.
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Consequences
- More opportunity

- Will probably not say ceramics
- Require collaboration with other industries
- More complex
- Engage with
- BCC
- Lucideon
- KTN
- Innovate UK/UKRI
- Universities
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Thank you

